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PELHAM RANGE, Ala.-Sgt. 
Nick Meche aims and throws 
his grenade toward the target 
at the final station of the stress 
shooting exercise March 26, 2014 
as part of Alabama’s Best Warrior 
Competition. Please see story 
and photos on Page 7-8 (Photo by 
Christopher Davis). 
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State Command Sergeant Major 
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Command Sgt. 
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Eddie Pike

New code of military justice is a sign of significant change

(Please see ACMJ, page 10)

                           An  impor t an t 
even t  hap -
pened  r e -
cen t ly  wh ich 
wi l l  g rea t ly 
a ff ec t  t he 
Alabama  Na-
t iona l  Guard . 
The  Alabama 
Code  o f  Mi l -
i t a ry  Jus -
t i ce  (ACMJ) 
was  passed 

by  the  s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re ,  and 
the  gove rnor  and  the  ad ju t an t 
gene ra l  o f  A labama  s igned  the 
r equ i r ed  documen t s  t o  pu t  i t 
i n to  e ff ec t . 
     The  impor t ance  o f  t he 

ACMJ i s  t ha t  i t  g ives  l ead -
e r s  a  t oo l  fo r  en fo rc ing  con-
sequences  fo r  Guardsmen’s 
ac t ions .  In  the  pas t ,  com-
mander s  d id  no t  have  the 
f r amework  to  do  much  when 
Guardsmen  were  no t  do ing 
the  r igh t  t h ing .  Commander s 
can  now do  more  than  ju s t 
d i scha rge  a  Guardsman .  The 
ACMJ a l lows  the  p rosecu t ion 
o f  members  o f  t he  Alabama 
Na t iona l  Guard  fo r  c r imes  fo r 
up  to  a  yea r  impr i sonmen t  in 
pun i shmen t .  Of  cour se  I  hope 
tha t  t h i s  t ype  o f  pun i shmen t 
i s  some th ing  tha t   we  don’t 
have  to  use ,  bu t  I  be l i eve  the 
ACMJ i s  a  good  th ing  fo r  t he 

Alabama  Na t iona l  Guard .  I t 
ho lds  us  more  accoun tab le 
fo r  ou r  ac t ions  and  i t  p ro -
motes  s t ruc tu re  and  d i sc i -
p l ine .
     The  ACMJ i s  symbol i c 
o f  t he  pe r iod  o f  change  we 
a re  cu r ren t ly  en te r ing  in to  in 
the  Alabama  Na t iona l  Guard . 
As  we  t r ans fe r  ou t  o f  a  t ime 
o f  war  we  can  expec t  t o  see 
changes  in  s t ruc tu re  and  mis -
s ion .  I  encourage  each  o f 
you  to  p repa re  and  se t  your-
se lves  up  fo r  success  in  the 
coming  yea r s .  Adap tab i l i t y 
wi l l  be  r equ i r ed .  Those  who 
can  change  wi th  the  t imes 

     I t  i s 
Apri l  and 
annual 
t ra ining 
season is 
beginning.  
Annual 
t ra ining is 
an opportu-
ni ty  to  put 
together  a l l 
of  the piec-
es  on which 

you have t ra ined al l  year  long.  
I t  might  be easy to  overlook 
the importance of  these t ra in-
ing events ,  to  just  think of 
them as  summer camp,  but  that 

is  a  mistake.   This  t ra ining is 
a  valuable  assessment  tool  for 
your  commanders  and a  good 
opportuni ty  for  you to  inst i l l 
confidence in  yourself ,  in  your 
ski l ls ,  your  equipment ,  and 
your  fe l low warr iors .
In  the near  future ,  the Ala-
bama National  Guard wil l 
begin conduct ing annual  t ra in-
ing per iods that  focus on even 
larger  col lect ive events  than 
just  company-level  with major 
commands leading mult iple 
uni ts  toward a  common mis-
s ion goal .  
     There is  a  lot  of  planning 
that  goes into an annual  t ra in-

ing per iod.   There is  a lso a 
great  deal  of  money that  goes 
into t ra ining.   Leaders  need to 
ensure that  every Soldier  and 
Airman is  par t ic ipat ing ful ly 
and get t ing valuable  t ra ining 
of  the event .  
     With the ending of  act ion 
in  I raq and the drawdown of 
the majori ty  of  t roops in  Af-
ghanis tan,  we need to  be care-
ful  not  to  be lul led into think-
ing that  the Nat ional  Guard 
can relax and go back on a 
shelf .   We are  an operat ional 
force and wil l  be cont inued 
to  be used as  one.   One only 
(Please see AT, page 10)
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Alabama Guardsmen recognized for efforts in Afghanistan
by John Buchanan
Contributing Writer

Contributed/photo

CAMP PHOENIX, Afghanistan-Spc. Regina Huskey of 1st Platoon, 1151st Engi-
neer Company, Alabama Army National Guard is promoted to sergeant by Gen. 
Frank Grass, 27th Chief of the National Guard Bureau, March 25, 2014.  1st 
Platoon has been executing deconstruction operations in support of base closures 
in Regional Command – Capital since December. 

(Please see 1151st, page 9)
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     CAMP PHOENIX, Afghanistan 
- Last month Gen. Frank Grass, 
27th Chief of the National Guard 
Bureau, visited Afghanistan to 
witness the efforts of National 
Guard Soldiers directly support-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom.  
During his March 25th visit to 
Camp Phoenix, in Kabul, he had 
the opportunity to see the many 
accomplishments of 1st Platoon, 
1151st Engineer Company (Verti-
cal Construction), out of Hunts-
ville, Ala.  1st Platoon, affably 
known as the Heavy Hitters, had 
already deconstructed 142 re-lo-
catable barracks (RLB) on Camp 
Phoenix; 115 of which were rein-
stalled at an adjacent base in Ka-
bul. 
     “At an estimated value of 
$12,000 per RLB, these Alabama 
Guardsmen have already saved 
the government over $1.3 mil-
lion,” explained Capt. Sam Gar-
dener, Mechanical Engineer for 
the Directorate of Public Works 
at Camp Phoenix. 
     Grass also used his visit to rec-
ognize Soldiers for their exempla-
ry service and accomplishments.  
Five engineers of 1st Platoon re-
ceived the Army Commendation 
Medal for admirable actions while 
at Camp Phoenix.  The Soldiers 
were Sgt Matthew Lamar of Red 
Bay, Spc. Steve Reece of Rog-
ersville, Spc. Devante Dawson 
of Opelika, Spc. Earl Russell of 
Montgomery, Spc. Michael Miller 
of Greenville and Spc. Richard 
Mallory of Prattville.  Sgt. John-
ny Dawsey of Geneva and Sgt. 
Justin Cooley of Mobile received 

Coins of Excellence, as five other 
Soldiers were sworn-in by Grass 
during a reenlistment ceremo-
ny.  Also, Spc. Regina Huskey of 
Wadley was promoted to sergeant 
by Grass.
     2nd Lt. Isaiah Smith of Cal-
era, platoon leader of 1st Platoon, 
was proud to see his Soldiers rec-
ognized in such a manner.  “The 
Heavy Hitters have been extreme-
ly busy executing infrastructure 
retrograde in Regional Command-
Capital, supporting the imminent 
drawdown of coalition troops in 
Afghanistan,” said Smith.  “It was 
a great honor to see these fine 
Soldiers recognized by Grass.”
     “I’m very proud of all our Sol-
diers here; they have worked hard 
and established a solid namesake 
for the 1151st [Engineer Com-
pany] here at Camp Phoenix,” 

stated Sgt Jamar Miles of Madi-
son, acting platoon sergeant.  “In 
my opinion, 1st Platoon has set 
the bar…for the company to new 
heights, and we stand ready to ac-
complish more.”
     Before coming to Camp Phoe-
nix, 1st Platoon was tasked with 
supporting the 226th Maneuver 
Enhancement Brigade of Mobile 
in the transfer of Camp Eggers to 
the U.S. Department of State.  The 
brigade, operating as Task Force 
Tarpon, and the platoon, operating 
under the Central Command Ma-
terial Recover Element, worked 
hand in hand to accomplish this 
mission.  A pivotal prerequisite 
in the transfer was the removal of 
83 RLBs from a privately owned 
compound that the military was 
leasing. 
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. -  Participants in a hurricane  rehersal of  concept 
(ROC) drill use a large map of Alabama to view assets and plan for a 
hurricane response .  

HALEYVILLE, Ala. – Soldiers from the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company of the 877th and the 1305th Survey and 
Design Team watch attentively during a departure ceremony April 
5, 2014. The 877th and 1305th will conduct materiel retrograde 
operations in support of the United States Central Command 
Materiel Retrograde Element (CMRE) mission in Afghanistan. The 
877th and 1305th will continue to undergo extensive training at a 
mobilization station before deploying overseas.

Contributed/photo

Contributed/photo

CAMP PHOENIX, Afghanistan- Gen. Frank Grass, 27th 
Chief of the National Guard Bureau, meets with members of 1st 
Platoon, 1151st Engineer Company, Alabama Army National Guard, 
March 25, 2014.  1st Platoon has been executing deconstruction 
operations in support of base closures in Regional Command – Capital 
since December. 

David Arnold/photo

Snap Shots
A look at some of the recent 

highlights from the  
Alabama National Guard
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. -The 187th Fighter Wing members stand in formation 
during a deployment ceremony at Dannelly Field Air National Guard Base, Ala., 
April 5, 2014. The ceremony was dedicated to the Airmen tasked to deploy this 
spring in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

FORT McCLELLAN, Ala. -Maj. Gen. Reynold Hoover, commander of the 
167th Theater Sustainment Command awards Lt. Col. Thomas Whatley with 
a Meritorious Service Medal during a change of command ceremony for the 
167th Special Troops Battalion, April 6, 2014. Lt. Col. Thomas Tyler took over 
command from Whatley during the ceremony.

MILBROOK, Ala. -Recruits participate in a two-mile run during the 
Recruit Sustainment Program (RSP) District 7 competition held at 
Lanark Alabama Wildlife Federation in Millbrook, Ala., March 22, 
2014.
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AUBURN, Ala.- Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, Alabama’s 
adjutant general, presented Gus Malzahn, head foot-
ball coach at Auburn University, with the William C. 
Oats award, April 2, 2014. Malzahn earned this award 
by volunteering his time to sign footballs, jerseys and 
other memorabilia to send to Alabama’s deployed 
Soldiers and Airmen. 

Brenda Thomas/photo

David Chase/photo

DOTHAN, Ala.-The official party, (from left to right) Maj. Gen. Perry 
Smith, Brig. Gen. Steve Berryhill, Brig. Gen. Paul Jacobs, Brig. Gen. Allen 
Harrell, Col. Jeff Newton, Col. Gary Kirk, Col. Paul Tabor, and Lt. Col. 
Bryan S. McNaughton, stands during a ceremony  in which the 280th 
Combat Communications Squadron, Dothan Regional Airport Air Nation-
al Guard Station was re-designated to the 280th Special Operations
Communications Squadron, April 13, 2014. A release for the 280th said the 
new designation reflects more accurately and officially, our mission, duties, 
and responsibilities with Air Force Special Operations Command.

Shannon Hancock/photo

CAMP DODGE, Iowa. -Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, Alabama’s adjutant 
general, stops for a picture with Pfc. Christopher Jones during a visit 
with the 778th Maintenance Company April 9, 2014. The 778th was 
here for its two-week  annual training, where its members performed 
various maintenance related tasks.
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Christopher Davis/photo

PELHAM Range, Ala. -Staff Sgt. Mark Taft emerges from the crawl tunnels 
into smoke and artillery simulators during the stress shooting exercises 
March 26, 2014.

PELHAM Range, Ala. -Sgt. Nick Meche checks his calculations on direction 
and distance for his next point on the land navigation event of the Best 
Warrior Competition March 26, 2014.

Christopher Davis/photo

Competition brings out the best in Alabama Guardsmen
by Christopher Davis
Contributing Writer
     Ten competitors from different 
MACOMs of the Alabama Army 
National Guard engaged in a series 
of physical endurance and Soldier 
skill events during the week of 
March 24 to 27 on Fort McClellan 
and Pehlam Range as part of Ala-
bama’s Best Warrior Competition. 
The multiple events tested their 
military knowledge and skill sets, 
as well as their stamina and endur-
ance for stress to the body. 
     Alabama’s Noncommissioned 
Officer of the Year was Sgt. Nick 
Meche, A Company, 20th Special 
Forces Group, and Alabama’s Sol-
dier of the Year was Spc. Aaron 
Capuchino, 214th Military Police 
Company, 231st Military Police 
Battalion.
     “These Soldiers displayed the 
best attributes of Alabama’s Army 
National Guard,” said State Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Eddie Pike.
     "It has been both an honor and 
a privilege competing alongside 
the best NCOs and Soldiers the 
great state of Alabama has to of-
fer,” said Meche. “I look forward to 
representing the Alabama National 
Guard in the regional competition." 
     "I feel so grateful to be able to 
compete with the best Soldiers in 
the state of Alabama, said Capuchi-
no. “I am equally grateful to be rep-
resenting Alabama in the regional 
level Soldier of the Year Competi-
tion."
     Meche and Capuchino will travel 
to Camp Blanding, Fla., in April to 
attend the Region III Best Warrior 
Competition.

8 Alabama Guardsman
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PELHAM Range, Ala. -The junior enlisted and NCO competitors 
pose with Command Sgt. Maj. Pike at the end of the Alabama 
Army National Guard Best Warrior Competition March 26, 
2014.

PELHAM Range, Ala. -Spc. Jonathon Hill maneuvers through the 
high crawl portion of the stress shooting exercise March 26, 
2014.

Christopher Davis/photo

Christopher Davis/photo

Christopher Davis/photo

PELHAM Range, Ala. -Sgt. Jackie Parker descends down 
the repelling tower as part of the mystery event on the 
last day of the Best Warrior Competition March 26, 
2014.
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(1151st continued from page 4)

(AT continued from page 3)

(ACMJ continued from page 3)

     H a v i n g  n o  r o o m  t o  m a -
n e u v e r  h e a v y  e q u i p m e n t 
i n t o  t h e  c o m p o u n d ,  t h e  p l a -
t o o n  c o o r d i n a t e d  a i r l i f t  a s -
s e t s  t o  s l i n g - l o a d  5 5  R L B s 
t o  a  n e a r b y  s t a g i n g  a r e a .  
A f t e r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  n i n e 
s l i n g - l o a d  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e 
S o l d i e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  m o -
b i l i z e  c r a n e  a n d  f o r k l i f t  a s -
s e t s  i n t o  t h e  h o u s i n g  a r e a  t o 
r e m o v e  2 8  r e m a i n i n g  u n i t s .  
T h e  d i l i g e n t  e f f o r t s  b y  b o t h 
A l a b a m a  u n i t s  p r o v e d  s u c -
c e s s f u l  a s  t h e  c a m p  w a s 
t u r n e d  o v e r  i n  e a r l y  M a r c h .    
     S g t .  J o n a t h a n  S h a l e s ,  a 
t e a m  l e a d e r  o u t  o f  H u n t s -
v i l l e ,  w a s  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h 

h o w  s m o o t h l y  t h e  C a m p  E g -
g e r s  p r o j e c t  w e n t .   “ We  h a d 
m u l t i p l e  c r e w s  r u n n i n g  t w o 
s h i f t s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  w e  f i n -
i s h e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  o n  t i m e .  
We  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e 
t h e  p r o j e c t  s a f e l y  a n d  e f f i -
c i e n t l y,  a n d  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  C h i n o o k 
[ h e l i c o p t e r ]  t o  m o v e  t h e 
R L B s  o u t . ”
     1 s t  P l a t o o n  w i l l  c o n t i n -
u e  e x e c u t i n g  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p r o j e c t s  a t  C a m p  P h o e n i x 
t h r o u g h  M a y,  2 0 1 4 .   B y  t h e 
e n d  o f  t h e i r  t e n u r e  i n  t h e  c a p -
i t a l  r e g i o n ,  t h e  H e a v y  H i t -
t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  r e m o v e d  5 5 8 
R L B s  f o r  r e u s e .  “ I  c o u l d n ’ t 

w i l l  have  the  g rea t e s t  chance 
fo r  success .  A l l  Guardsmen 
need  to  s t ay  cu r ren t  on  the i r 
educa t iona l  r equ i r emen t s .  I 
imp lo re  you  to  t ake  advan-
t age  o f  any  oppor tun i ty  fo r 
mi l i t a ry  educa t ion  tha t  comes 
your  way. 

     I  had  the  p r iv i l ege  o f  a t -
t end ing  the  s t a t e ’s  bes t  war-
r io r  compe t i t i on  r ecen t ly  and 
wha t  I  s aw the re  f i l l s  me  wi th 
conf idence  fo r  t he  fu tu re  o f 
t he  Alabama  Na t iona l  Guard . 
The  Guardsmen  who  pa r t i c i -
pa t ed  were  the  bes t  o f  t he  bes t 

and  they  in sp i r ed  me .  The  Al -
abama  Guard  has  a lways  me t 
change  head  on  and  I  have  no 
doub t  t ha t  t he  So ld ie r s  and 
Ai rmen  o f  t he  Alabama  Guard 
wi l l  ca r ry  on  tha t  t r ad i t i on .  I t 
i s  an  honor  to  se rve  wi th  each 
o f  you .

b e  m o r e  p r o u d  o f  t h e s e  S o l -
d i e r s , ”  r e p l i e d  C a p t .  Ry a n 
B e a n  o f  We t u m p k a ,  c o m -
m a n d e r  o f  t h e  11 5 1 s t  E n g i -
n e e r  C o m p a n y.   “ L i k e  e a c h 
o f  m y  P l a t o o n s ,  1 s t  P l a t o o n 
h a s  g r e a t l y  e x c e e d e d  e x p e c -
t a t i o n s ,  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d 
t o  f i n i s h i n g  o u t  t h e  d e p l o y -
m e n t  s t r o n g  a n d  s a f e l y  r e -
t u r n i n g  h o m e  t o  A l a b a m a . ” 
     To  s e e  m o r e  p h o t o s  o f 
t h e  11 5 1 s t  E n g i n e e r  C o m -
p a n y  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  v i s -
i t  t h e i r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e 
a t :   h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k .
c o m / # ! / 11 5 1 e n c o m p a n y

hotspots  a l l  around the world 
that  could escalate  quickly 
and require  your  Guard to 
respond.   Our annual  t ra in-
ing per iods are  a  key way we 
ensure that  we are  ready to 
meet  that  chal lenge whenev-
er  i t  arr ives .
     With al l  of  the ta lk  of  the 
ser iousness  of  annual  t ra in-
ing,  le t  me also remind you 
to  have some fun.   What  is 

more fun than doing al l  those 
things your  mother  a lways told 
you not  to  do?  Jump out  of  a 
perfect ly  sound aircraf t ,  shoot 
ful ly-automatic  weapons,  s leep 
out  in  the woods,  blow things 
up,  rol l  around in  the mud, 
paint  your  face,  operate  heavy 
machinery,  spend t ime with 
your  buddies  –  and get  paid to 
do i t !   I t  i s  important  that  we do 
things to  s tandard and that  we 

do them safely,  but  we should 
also enjoy our  jobs and enjoy 
the opportuni t ies  that  only mil-
i tary t ra ining and camaraderie 
can offer.
     So,  take annual  t ra ining 
ser iously;  learn lessons from 
i t ;  make yourself  a  bet ter  Sol-
dier,  Airman and uni t ;  and have 
some fun.   Lead from the front!
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